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The wind blew; the rain fell; the ground was sodden
but on a Sunday afternoon in mid-December
calmness fell as Fairlie & Largs: St Columba’s Parish
Churches, in conjunction with Kelburn Estate, held our
first ‘annual’ outdoor nativity. The twilight added to
the experience as Mary and Joseph journeyed to the
stable, and the shepherd's fire glowed on the hillside
as the angel Gabriel appeared.

Lord Glasgow kindly opened Kelburn Estate, free of
charge, from 3.30pm and the candle-lit Nativity
began at 4.00pm, with Mary & Joseph arriving in
time for the birth of Jesus (baby Savannah).

Although this edition of the Newsletter involves Easter, forgive us if we look back a couple of months
to Christmas and our very successful celebration here in Fairlie

The Christmas story was told by Gillian McEleny, and
carols were sung (led by the churches choir
accompanied by Rhona Gourley on the keyboard).

The hardy shepherds remained on the hillside with
their fire, and only travelled to the stable once they
heard the news from the angels! And, on arriving at
the stable, they found the proud parents with their
new-born baby, Jesus, lying snugly in her mother's
arms; before the wise 'women' came to Bethlehem,
adorned with costumes of light.

Many thanks are due to everyone who helped make
this year's 'outdoor' nativity the success that it was;
not least Frodo McDaniel of Kelburn Estate who
provided such good sound projection.

Just as the first Nativity had no rehearsal, neither did
this one. Certainly, we will be better equipped for the
next one but, to be honest, this event was a real
blessing, and many people who came along
commented on the opportunity to feel the closeness
of God in our presence.

Many thanks to Shirley McGinty, Ellen Gordon and
Gillian McEleny who spent a great deal of time
gathering and adapting the costumes for everyone
who participated, both young and old. If you would
like to be involved next time, there is plenty of
opportunity. Why not bring your family to experience
something new to Christmas.

This year the Kirk Sessions of Fairlie and St Columba’s once more agreed
to have a joint service of worship on the morning of Nativity Sunday, and
this allowed the congregation to experience a more-simple narration to
tell the story of the birth of Jesus.

Usually those who take part in a Nativity Play spend weeks learning their
movements, songs, and speaking parts and, then, with the support of the
Churches Choir they enact the wonderful story of Jesus birth. But not for
us!

Having experienced the Outdoor Nativity there were some changes
involved. A new Shepherd, Wiseman and a new Holy Family (Lynsey

Wybar and her baby is Blake together with Hugh McEleny) all fitted in very well to allow those present, and online, the
opportunity to enjoy a wonderful experience through worship and praise.

Many thanks to everyone who performed in the play, as well as those who helped dress the church as ‘Bethlehem’;
especially 1st Largs Boys’ Brigade who allowed us the use of their gazebos and Mr Jim McNeil who, once again,
provided us with two very well behaved sheep for the shepherds to look after! Praise the Lord.



6

During 2021 I was pleased to be appointed as the first
Chaplain to Largs Thistle Football Team. I try to attend
training each Monday, although I don’t do the running
around and fitness! However, I am slowly beginning to
find my feet.

I thought that having come through Advent and
Christmas I would share with you the following slant on
the Christmas story. Please forgive the puns!

The GOAL of that first Christmas was to
end the DIVISION between humans and
God. Now it came to PASS that God
sent an angel to a girl called Mary. He
said ‘You have been MARKED by the
Holy Spirit. You will give birth to a baby
and His name will be Jesus. He will be in a different
LEAGUE, for He will be God’s own son.’

Mary and Joseph travelled AWAY FROM HOME. Bethle-
hem was crowded and the RESULT was they were SENT
OFF to find COVER in the corner of a stable SHED. That is
where Jesus was born.

Shepherds on a hillside saw a SQUAD of WINGERS, sing-
ing at a high PITCH, ‘Your Saviour is born, glory to God!’
The shepherds were KEANE to seen the baby. They
BECKHAMED to each other, ‘Let’s RUSH to visit the child
even although we are only sheep SHEARERS. When they
saw Jesus they were overjoyed. We have NEVILL seen
anything so wonderful. We’re having a BALL.’

They went FORWARD, praising God and telling everyone
what had happened. God and humankind could now be
UNITED. Men, women and children could be FRIENDLY.
Sin was going to meet its MATCH. At peace with God,
humans would TRANSFER to heaven. What a RESULT.

A MOTHERS LOVE

If I live in a house of spotless beauty with
everything in its place, but have not Love, I
am a housekeeper – not a homemaker.

If I have time for waxing, polishing, and
decorating, but have not Love, my children
learn cleanliness – not godliness.

Love leaves the dust in search of a child’s
laugh.
Love smiles at the tiny fingerprints on a
newly cleaned window.
Love wipes away the tears before it wipes up
the spilled milk.
Love picks up the child before it picks up the
toys.

Love is present through the trials.
Love reprimands, reproves, and is
responsive.
Love crawls with the baby, walks with the
toddler, runs with the child, then stands aside
to let the youth walk into adulthood.

Love is the key that opens salvation’s
message to a child’s heart.

Before I became a mother I took glory in my
house of perfection. Now I glory in God’s
perfection of my child. As a mother, there is
much I must teach my child, but the greatest
of all is Love.

Author unknown
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Rather belatedly, I'm sending you my
greetings and best wishes for 2022!
I trust the year has got off to a good
start in your part of the world. I have
had a fairly fast-paced 4 months since
returning to Chad, including a busy
Christmas and New Year break, which
you can read about below. Here in
Chad, we're enjoying cool (and dusty)
season, with temperatures getting

down to 13 degrees at night and up to high 20s during
the daytime. I know that this sounds like summer in Scot-
land, but it feels surprisingly chilly here. As dry season
progresses, however, things will certainly heat up.

The evaluation of our government-approved projects
went well overall last October and, in their report, the
team recommended renewing them. I was able to
accompany the evaluation team to the centre and East of
the country to meet partners and communities. These
trips are exhausting and inspiring in equal measure!

While in the East, we met with some teachers from the
Massalit community, who demonstrated very
enthusiastically some of the new materials they have
been producing for early years school classes, with the
help of our colleague, Eunice, a literacy specialist.

After Christmas, I travelled with some colleagues to the
Guera region, to celebrate two different launch events.
The first (above) was a re-gional event to promote the
Chadian Arabic Bible that was launched last May in the
capital. It was a colourful
celebration attended by many.
Two days later, in the town of Baro,
we joined with the Migaami
community to dedicate their
recently completed New
Testament. It was a really joyful
celebration and lots of people of
different faiths took part. You can
read more about the celebration in this Wycliffe UK
press release.

After the celebration, they had some traditional horse
racing. When I asked who the winner was after one race,
I was told that the aim is not for one person to win, but
for them all to arrive together at the same time with no
one left behind. As someone who never won sports rac-
es as a child, I really like this race philosophy! Maybe
there's also a life lesson to ponder...

We are grateful for your ongoing care and support! For more information on how to contribute financially
give securely online at wycliffe.org.uk/support/caroline+tyler Giftaid makes your gift go further.

For new readers, Caroline grew up in Fairlie and for many years has worked in CHAD, central Africa.
Working under the auspices of Wycliffe they translate the Bible and teach reading to the local population.

COLLECTING in FAIRLIE
is open

9.30am - 11am on and 10am - 12 noon on
to receive donations for

The North Ayrshire Food Bank and Womans Aid.

We will be accepting donations of tinned food, UHT milk and jars of pasta sauce.
Womans Aid need donations of new toiletries for ladies and teenage boys and girls. They also need

donations of new nightwear for ladies and children, from newborn up to age of 15.
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The Next edition of the Newsletter will be the
quarterly SUMMER 2022 Edition

For SORTING on Wednesday 1st June

Yippee! We are
able to meet in
person once more
at Messy Church.
Our first meeting
will be Saturday,

5th March from 4pm in the church. We
are starting slowly and small so families
will book in advance and all up-to-date
restrictions will be in place, with a picnic
snack at the end. We are planning to have
a Messy Church Facebook page and will
keep folks informed that way too. The
pandemic and lockdown made us realise
that we did not have contact information
for all our members so we are hoping to
remedy this in the future.

Dates for your diary :- Saturdays,
2nd April, 7th May and 4th June

Our Messy Team have been meeting to plan
and organise and are so looking forward to
us all ‘gathering‘ once more. ‘Gathering
together’ will be the theme of our first
meeting when we will explore what it means
to be part of something and having Jesus
as our shepherd. If we feel lost and alone
then the story of the Missing Sheep will
reassure us of God’s constant love.
Information about booking will be given
later but please pm Ann Tyler on Facebook
for future dates. Looking forward to
seeing you soon,

Ann & the Messy Team


