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WINTER 2022/23

MINISTER: Rev.Dr. Graham McWilliams    Tel: 07853 774 383     Email: gmcwilliams@churchofscotland.ord.uk
Session Clerk

Mrs Alison McKellar
4 Semple Crescent, Tel: 560069
sessionclerk@fairlieparish.co.uk

Treasurer & Gift Aid Convener
Christine Thomas

18 Brisbane St., LARGS. KA30 8QN
Tel: 338564

Editor
Chris Cowpe
33 Main Road

Tel: 07767 821429

Flower Convener
Mrs Joan Miles

Tel: 568141

Music Director
Rhona Gourley

2 St. Beya Gardens
Cumbrae KA28 0DB

rhona.gourley@btinternet.com
07912884034

Hall Convener
Mr John Whittaker

3 Southannan Road Tel: 568005

THURSDAY 1st December
10.30am  Kirk Cafe

SATURDAY 3rd December
10am  Christmas COFFEE MORNING
3pm   Service of Light (Clark Memorial)

SUNDAY 4th December
9.45am  CHRISTINGLE

TUESDAY 6th December
2.30pm  Craft Cafe

THURSDAY 8th December
10.30am  Kirk Cafe

SATURDAY 10th December
4pm   MESSY CHRISTMAS

SUNDAY 11th December
9.45am  CAROLS by CANDLELIGHT
3.30pm  OUTDOOR NATIVITY (Kelburn)

THURSDAY 15th December
10.30am  Extended KIRK CAFE

SUNDAY 18th December
11.30am     Joint NATIVITY at St Columba’s

MONDAY 19th December
10.30am  HEAT & HOSPITALITY

SATURDAY 24th  December
6pm  Christmas Eve FAMILY SERVICE
SUNDAY 25th December
10am  FAMILY CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
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  4th Dec Mrs M Rankine Miss C Gardner
  11th Dec Mrs E Clark Mrs C Brown
  18th Dec Mrs A Ellor Mrs S McGinty

25th Dec    Mrs C Thomas     Mrs A Woods

1st Jan Mrs. A Tyler Mrs J Busby
  8th Jan Ann Gregory Mrs S Kirkwood

15th Jan Mrs J Miles Mrs. P Wilson
22nd Jan Mrs M Rankine Miss C Gardner

 29th Jan Mrs E Clark Mrs C Brown

5th Feb Mrs A Ellor Mrs S McGinty
 12th Feb Mrs C Thomas  Mrs A Woods
 19th Feb Mrs. A Tyler Mrs J Busby
 26th Feb Ann Gregory Mrs S Kirkwood

   5th Mar Mrs J Miles Mrs. P Wilson
 12th Mar Mrs M Rankine Miss C Gardner

 4th Dec Ann Tyler 
11th Dec  Pam Wilson
18th Dec Anne Ellor
25th Dec Fiona Grant

 1st Jan Christine Gardner
 8th Jan       Christine Thomas
15th Jan Elsie Rhodes
22nd Jan Catherine Brown
29th Jan Marion Gilchrist

 5th Feb Pat Johnston
12th Feb Ann Tyler 
19th Feb  Pam Wilson
26th Feb Ann Tyler

 5th Mar  Pam Wilson
12th Mar Anne Ellor

Thu 1st   Kirk Cafe
Sat 3rd    Advent Coffee Morning
   Service of Light, Clark Memorial (3pm)
Sun 4th   2nd SUNDAY in ADVENT - CHRISTINGLE
Mon 5th  Brownies (& subsequent Mondays)
Tue 6th   Craft Cafe
Thu 8th   Kirk Cafe
Sat 10th   Messy Church
Sun 11th  3rd SUNDAY in ADVENT -

Carols by Candlelight
3.30pm OUTDOOR NATIVITY

Tue 13th  GUILD
Thu 15th  Extended Kirk Cafe (10.30-3pm)
Sun 18th  Joint Nativity at St Columba’s (11.30pm)
Mon 19    Heat & Hospitality (10.30 - 3.30pm)
Fri 23rd   Schools Close
Sat 24th  6pm  CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE
Sun 25th  10am FAMILY CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE

Sun 1st     United Worship at Clark Memorial; (10am)
Thu 5th   Kirk Cafe
Sun 8th    Morning Service
Tue 10th  GUILD
Thu 12th  Extended Kirk Cafe (10.30-3pm)
Sat 14th   Messy Church
Sun 15th  Morning Service
Tue 17th  Craft Cafe
Wed 18th  Week of Christian Unity
Thu 19th  Kirk Cafe
Sun 22nd  Morning Service
   Songs of Praise at Episcopal Church (5pm)
Tue 24th   GUILD & KIRK SESSION
Thu 26th  Kirk Cafe
Sun 29th   Morning Service
Mon 30th  Heat & Hospitality  (10.30 - 3.30pm)
Tue 31st  Craft Cafe

Thu  2nd  Kirk Cafe
Sat 4th    Messy Church
Sun 5th   Morning Service
   Meeting of all Kirk Sessions (3pm)
Tue  7th  GUILD
Thu 9th   Kirk Cafe
Sun 12th  Morning Service
Tue 14th  Craft Cafe
Thu 16th  Extended Kirk Cafe (10.30-3pm)
Sun 19th  Morning Service
Tue 21st  GUILD
Wed 22nd  ASH WEDNESDAY - Beginning of LENT
Thu 23rd  Kirk Cafe
Sun 26th  Morning Service
Mon 27    Heat & Hospitality (10.30 - 3.30pm)
Tue 28th  Craft Cafe

Thu  2nd  Kirk Cafe
Sat 4th    Messy Church
Sun 5th   Morning Service
Tue  7th  GUILD
Thu 9th   Extended Kirk Cafe (10.30-3pm)
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You will be aware of the Yellow Stripes by the Main Door which is the
designated area for Emergency Vehicles.  Could we also ask that you leave

spaces to the north of that for those who have difficulty with walking.
Ideally, if you can, use the Church Car Park.  Thank you !

Hello everyone,
as we fast approach the
end of November, and with
the adverts on the
television and radio already
telling us of how best to
spend our hard-earned
money for Christmas, we

are living in difficult times. While not everyone
may agree with me, I believe that spending our
limited money on presents which are easily
forgotten or easily discarded pales into
insignificance than using our finances for keeping
warm and eating well. I don’t want to sound like
Ebenezer Scrooge, and I’m not being insensitive
to our children, but I am saying that we have all
become victims of the commercialisation of
Christmas.

This year we all recognise the economic situation
around us. Recently, I visited a Christmas event
where there was a charge of £12 for each child to
see Santa. I felt quite appalled by this and so, at
the Advent Coffee morning in Fairlie Parish
Church on 3rd of December, and the Advent
Fayre in St Columba’s on 10th, families will have
the opportunity for their children to visit Santa in
his grotto and receive a selection box, free of
charge.

Christmas time is definitely a time of celebration
and festivities, but it doesn’t need to be a time of
expense and debt. Across the village and within
Largs, during this time of Advent as we journey to
Christmas, there will be lots of opportunities for
anyone who wishes to do so to go into church
buildings and other community spaces where a
warmth of welcome will only be seconded to the
warmth of the building. And in many of these
spaces there will be a readiness of hot food and

hot drinks. I would encourage you to be brave
enough to go into these spaces, maybe even
arrange to meet a friend there, and save on
heating your home for a few hours and keep that
money so that your family can enjoy a bit of
festive cheer on the Big Day!

Christmas should be time for family and friends,
after all we are celebrating the birth of Jesus our
Saviour who taught us the Family Prayer and
called everyone His friends. So, before we all
think about spending money on Christmas gifts, I
hope that we can all realise that the biggest gift
any of us can share with our friends and family is
time! None of us, I’m sure, will regret not buying
a specific present for someone but we may
regret not spending enough time with them.

As I’ve said before, and I’m sure I will say it again,
Jesus came that we may have life and live it to
the full. So, this year, in the midst of the
economic climate we are facing, maybe we could
all consider what exactly we need to do to live
life to the full and retain some of our money
rather than giving it as profit to big business. As
the minister, in doing what I am asking others to
do, my family will be cutting back in our activities
and, where possible, spending more time
together as we recognise that being together is a
precious gift which can never be replaced!

On behalf of everyone at Fairlie Parish Church, I
hope that you are able to enjoy Christmas and
that we can all come through this time with hope
in our hearts that next year will be a less difficult
one!

Yours in Christ.
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In temperate forest across America. Tree trunks have
increased by 30% in the last 30 years. This is called
carbon fertilisation due to Carbon dioxide increasing
photosynthesis and it is likely to be replicated across the
world. As a result of these findings. It has
been suggested that trees are helping to
shield the earth’s ecosystem from global
warming more than was previously
thought.
This is another good reason for planting
more trees and preserving all the trees to
mitigate climate change.

 : Jennifer Moore, very kindly loaned, her
home-made Union Jack bunting to decorate the church
for the late Queen's platinum jubilee. At the time of
Christian aid week it was taken down to be replaced by
Christian aid bunting but it has now disappeared. Has
anyone any idea where it might be ?

Since the last newsletter the church has been using
more power to provide hospitality and a cosy place for
all to meet and this is reflected in some of the following
figures.

Electric      KWHr  GasM3

Aug 22  253     19
 Aug 21  331      0

Sep 22  434      71
 Sep 21  353      28

Oct 22  431     219
 Oct 21  360     175

I hope that you are all managing to use the tips that the
various friends and groups recommend to keep you
comfortable and your home heating use within a
reasonable amount.

We are all trying to save electricity and gas for the entire
population of the Earth.
What appliances should we be turning off to help? If you
turn off any of the following appliances, washing machine,
microwave, oven, tumble dryer, and electric oven, they will
still use electricity when left on standby try to get into the
habit of switching them off at the socket to save energy.
All appliances plugged in will bleed energy. Even some
data switched off, keep drawing power.

If you would like to learn more about the use, and to
compare appliances, go to the site, www.sust-it.net/. At
the moment there is a comparative test on air fryers.

In England, there are groups from Cornwall to Newcastle,
being encouraged by farmers to  the fields. (I have
been unable to find any groups in Scotland). Currently
there is crop wastage of about 16% that is not acceptable
to supermarkets or that has suffered weather damage.

 harvest this and deliver it to food banks and
those providing food for those in need. Otherwise it is
ploughed back into the fields.

Animal food producers recycle 650,000 tons of former
food products annually, including 364,000 tons of bread
cakes and pastries into high grade animal feed. (A ton is
2240 lbs while tonne is 2204 lbs)

A crèche is held each Sunday for children whilst parents and carers attend
worship. Activities, singing and stories are part of the time out and we’d love to
have more young ones join us. Older children would be very welcome too.
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We are extending our  opening
times from .

On the  of the month
we will also be staying 

offering a hot lunch of soup and filled rolls.
These will be the new hours up until

Spring 2023

 will take place in the church on the
 throughout the winter.

This is an opportunity for people to get together for
hot drinks, soup and sandwiches,

homemade cakes and a chat.
These events are open to everyone,

in or outwith the church.
For further information please feel free to contact me

on 07951576171.  

This is a wee reminder from us all that in the
vestibule we have a blank calendar for anyone
wishing to donate flowers over the next six months
in memory of a loved one, or a special occasion.
We are a team of five -
Joan Miles (convener)
Linda Cowpe
Ann Ellor
Linda Hepburn
Liz Clark

We take turns buying and arranging a couple of
vases each week and deliver as an outreach
offering around the village after Sunday service
Please speak to any of us and pop your name
against your preferred date if you wish.

Thank you, 

So far the session has gone very well with
interesting meetings and excellent speakers.

There is still one more to come when we
will welcome John Riddell who will speak

about the subject of his book, "Fairlie's Secret War".  This is
about the "Establishment", which took over Fife’s boatyard
during the war.  At the time it was all very secret and it is
quite amazing now to read about what was going on then!
The last meeting before Christmas will be our Christmas
Lunch in The Village Inn on Tuesday 13th December.  The
cost for 2 courses is £20, including tips, which Catherine
would like you to pay in advance

The meetings will start again on Tuesday 10th January, then
the 24th January,
7th & 21st February,  7th & 21st March.
I hope that you have enjoyed the friendship and fellowship
so far and will support us after the New Year.  Meanwhile
the Committee wish all our members an enjoyable and
happy Christmas.               

Now in its second printing,
John Riddell’s new book
Fairlie’s Secret War

Available from W H Smith in
Largs, Timberbooks in West
Kilbride, or direct from the

author.  Find out what
happened in our village

during WW2!
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COLLECTING in FAIRLIE

 is open

 on 
and

 on 

At Church Services & Kirk Cafe to receive
donations for

The North Ayrshire & Largs Food Banks
and Women’s Aid.

We will be accepting donations of tinned food,
UHT milk and jars of pasta sauce.
Womans Aid need donations of new toiletries
for ladies and teenage boys and girls. They also
need donations of new nightwear for ladies
and children, from newborn up to age of 15.

Peter Livingston faithfully rings
our bell every Sunday.
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The Gaiety on Tour presents a special ‘Burns Night themed’ Murder Mystery Evening
with Can You Catch the Killer, Scotland’s leading Murder Mystery company.

It’s an evening like no other with a story you’ll never forget - the haggis has been
addressed, the neeps and tatties are ready and raring to go, there’s only one thing missing - the guest of
honour!  A direct descendant of the bard himself has turned up dead!  It’s up to you to crack the case …… for
auld lang syne.
Watch events unfold in a professionally performed play and then flex your detective skills and have your
chance to interrogate each suspect in turn!  Bring a team or come on your own.  Fun, funny, mysterious and a
good night for all.  YOU interrogate the suspects. YOU piece together the clues. YOU make the accusations.
Can YOU catch the killer?

will be open again on Friday, 2nd December with this Christmas classic.

 (donations welcome)

Popcorn, hot dogs, sweets and soft and hot drinks will be on sale for funds

Numbers will be restricted, so please book places in advance

(07958 048908 or fairliecommass@gmail.com)

This year’s Tree Lighting will take place at Fairlie Village Hall on Wed. 7th December
from 7pm, when the lights on the Christmas tree will be switched on.

Musical entertainment will be provided by Fairlie Primary, and the Margaret Currie BEM
award will be presented to the Fairlie Young Citizen Of The Year.  After the formalities,
festive snacks and refreshments will be served.  All welcome!

Under 8s should be supervised by an accompanying adult; parental permission is required for 8-16s
(text/phone/email as above)
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Our Craft Cafe has proved to be a popular gathering
space for crafters and others who just like a chat.  We
have knitted or crocheted hats, scarves and gloves for the
Shoebox Appeal, and made some lovely sewing kits to be
included in them.  Have a look through your sewing box
and if you have any duplicate needles, pins, thread,
buttons etc, then we’d love to have them for next year. As
always we welcome donations of wool for our ongoing
knitting and crochet projects.

For Christmas we are learning some decoupage
techniques and we will be joining with Guild members for

a Christmas meal in the Village Inn on 

Our dates for next year are 

We are a very friendly group who meet on  from
 and are open to anyone who enjoys a chat, a

cuppa and a craft (or not). We will be trying different
crafts and look forward to some card making in the new
year. We wish all our crafters and chatters a very Happy
Christmas!

A huge thank you to all who
supported this year’s appeal. We
were able to send  boxes to
Irvine and  to cover transport
costs to Moldova.  The Irvine co-
ordinator was hopeful that they
would be able to forward over 
boxes from Ayrshire, going with our
love and Christmas good wishes to

those in need of Christmas cheer. Moldova
borders Ukraine and were one of the first
countries to welcome refugees at the start of the
war.

The response this year was tremendous given the
circumstances we are all facing here.  Thanks to all
who donated boxes (empty or filled), contents,
and money and who gave of their time in sorting
and filling during our week in Fairlie. Special
thanks to those who have knitted hats, scarves and
gloves throughout the year and to Fairlie Primary
School, St Columba’s and St Mary’s Churches  and
others in Largs for their contributions.  Please start
saving your shoeboxes and look out for bargains
for next year.                
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Sunday Services are at 9.45am
and are broadcast LIVE on Fairlie Church

Facebook page
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Volunteers Needed

Messy Church are looking for volunteers to help in various ways, once per month.
Help is needed in clearing the church and setting it up before Messy celebrations

and clearing up and putting the church back afterwards.
Catering helpers and servers also needed.

If you feel you can give an hour or two once a month on a Saturday afternoon
please get in touch with Ann Tyler. (01475 568421)

The Next edition of the Newsletter will be the
quarterly SPRING 2023 Edition

covering EASTER

For SORTING on Wednesday 1st March

MESSY CHURCH

Our themes over the last few months
have focussed on sharing our talents
and gifts; harvest and sharing our
resources at home and abroad; and

friendship, courage and faith – all explored through games,
crafts, art, stories and songs, with our friends and families.
We have welcomed old friends and new families in a fun,
relaxed setting followed by a meal together.

Our next Messy will be held on Saturday, 10th December
from 4 until 6pm when we look forward to having our Messy
Christmas celebrations and games. Please join us and bring
all your family, friends and
neighbours.

In the new year, Messy Church will
be held on Saturdays 14th

January, 4th February, 4th March
from 4pm – 6pm for quality family
time with friends.  In the
meantime, we wish everyone a very
Blessed Christmas and a Happy
New Year.

Ann and the Messy Team.

Volunteers Needed

Messy Church are looking for volunteers to help in various ways, once per month.
Help is needed in clearing the church and setting it up before Messy celebrations

and clearing up and putting the church back afterwards.
Catering helpers and servers also needed.

If you feel you can give an hour or two once a month on a Saturday afternoon
please get in touch with Ann Tyler. (01475 568421)


